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Marijuana comes from the plant Cannabis Sativa. The

psychoactive ingredient in marijuana is Tetrahydrocannabinol
(THC), which gives it a powerful high when smoked or

ingested. Street names for marijuana include pakalolo, pot,
weed, Mary Jane and grass.

Use or distribution of marijuana is a crime under both Hawaii

and U.S. law.

Marijuana is federally illegal in the United States. Federal law 

 superseeds state law.

Recreational marijuana is illegal in the state of Hawaii.

Medical marijuana is legal for persons with a qualifying illness,

such as terminal cancer. Persons seeking medical marijuana

must obtain a doctor’s recommendation and register with the

State Department of Health to avoid criminal prosecution under

Hawaii law.

1 in 6 youth who use marijuana will become addicted. 

In 2019, 36.8% of youth nationally say they have used

marijuana.

In 2019, 17.2% of Hawaii high school students reported that

they currently use marijuana.

In 2017, 78% of 18-year-olds reported that they have friends

that use marijuana.
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